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can be gained, and confines itself to the
task of observing phenomena, and grouping
them skilfully together. This view is said to
result from the known progress and Taistoiy
of every part of science. But its main proof
is sought in the many controversies of religious
creeds and metaphysical theories, when com-
pared with the rapid and steady growth of
physical science.

The Positive Philosophy is thus an open foe
to all religion, unless its newly-devised wor-
ship of ({collective humanity" is to share in
that sacred name. But it has found a seeming
ally, on this main question, in a wholly different
quarter. Sir W. Hamilton's ee Philosophy of the
Conditioned" is one of the latest forms which
Scotch metaphysical inquiry has assumed. The
acumen of the author, and his immense reading,
have given his writings an European reputa-
tion. In contrast with French materialism
and German idealism, ho claims to give not
only a truer exposition of the laws of thought,
but one in harmony with Scripture, an<J with
various testimonies of Christian divines. Its
principles have been applied by an ablo disciple,
whose recent loss the Church of England de-
plores, to repel the claim of those idealists
who would dispense with all revelation, and